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SPECIFIC CLAIMS TRIBUNAL APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED

OTTAWA, November 27, 2009 — The Honourable Rob Nicholson, P.C., Q.C., M.P. for Niagara Falls,
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, today announced the appointment of Mr. Justice
Harry Slade of the Supreme Court of British Columbia, Mr. Justice Patrick Smith of the Superior Court
of Justice of Ontario, and Madam Justice Johanne Mainville of the Superior Court of Quebec as full-
time members of the Specific Claims Tribunal.

Mr. Justice Harry Slade was first appointed to the Supreme Court of British Columbia in April 2001.
Mr. Justice Patrick Smith was appointed to the Superior Court of Justice of Ontario in October 2001,
and Madam Justice Johanne Mainville was appointed to the Superior Court of Quebec in November
2006. These appointments to the Tribunal are effective immediately.

The Government of Canada is taking action to speed up the resolution of specific claims to provide
justice to First Nation claimants and certainty for all Canadians. Canada's Specific Claims Action Plan
has fundamentally altered the way specific claims are handled, bringing greater fairness, speed and
transparency to the process. This action plan is delivering concrete results.

The creation of the Specific Claims Tribunal is key to this revitalized approach. The Tribunal is an
independent body with the power to make binding decisions to resolve specific claims. It provides an
alternative to the courts for First Nations when other options fail.

Canada and the Assembly of First Nations jointly developed the legislation to establish the Tribunal.
This legislation is called the Specific Claims Tribunal Act. It came into force on October 16, 2008.
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